APPENDIX

A stragige asad remarkable incident in the
life of Sri Maharshi

One morning about the year 1912 the Swami, Palani-
swamy, Vasudeva Sasiri and others left the Virupaksha
cave and proceeded together to Pachaiamman Koil taking
oil and soap-nut powder for an oil-bath, as facilities for
such a bath were ample at that place. Bath over, they
started back, cutting a path for themselves across the hilL
The bath and the walk were overstraining the Swamfs
nerves. The sun was fairly hot (about 10 A.M.) and the
climbing was an additional strain. Palaniswamy and
Sastri had gone some steps in advance. While the Swami
was near (^65)u:uufr63)p) Tortoise Rock, he began to feel
faint and what followed is best given in Swami's own
words,

<( Suddenly the view of natural scenery in front of
me disappeared and a bright white curtain was drawn
across the line of my vision and shut out the view of
nature. I "could distinctly see the gradual process. At
one stage I could see a part of the prospect of nature yet
clear, and the rest was being covered by the advancing
curtain- It was just like drawing a slide across one's
view in the stereoscope. On experiencing this I stopped
walking lest I should fall. When it cleared, I walked on.
When darkness and faintness overtook me a second time,
I leaned against a rock until it cleared. And again for
the third time I felt it safest to sit, so I sat near the rock.
Then the bright white curtain had completely shut out
my vision, my head was swimming, and my blood circu-